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Mission Statement  
 

In an environment of hospitality and 
inclusivity, Daylesford Abbey’s  

Spirituality Center exists to assist all 
longing for a deepening sense                  

of personal and communal                         
spiritual growth. 

The Center offers a variety                           
of faith-nurturing experiences and        
programs. In the spirit and charism 

of our founder St. Norbert, known as 
a minister of peace & reconciliation, 
our goal is always to foster that same 

reconciliation -- with God,                         
self and others. 

Spirituality Center 

 Abbey Mission Statement 
Daylesford Abbey exists           
 to enrich the church by                   

our Norbertine communio,         
nourished by contemplation  
on God’s Word, made visible                      

in  worship and service                
within the local church. 
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Brother John “Jack” Ginder, O. Praem. 

Born: March 13, 1940 

Vested: August 28, 1964 

Professed:  

September 30, 1965  
 

Born to Eternal Life:  

December 27,2018 



A letter from the Abbot  
 

     Our Abbey is situated in a beautiful               
area about 25 miles west of Philadelphia. 
But what is most beautiful about our             
community is the rhythm of our   
spiritual life. 
     In order to live, all human beings must 
breathe in and breathe out. In a similar 
way, for our spiritual lives to be healthy,   
we must regularly take time to really 

breathe in the presence of God — by prayer, meditation on the                    
Scriptures, and a heightened spiritual consciousness. And then,               
we can breathe out in focused service to the People of God in a wide                
variety of ministries. 
 

     Each day we Norbertines are called to chant the Divine Office.   
As we sing the psalms and canticles, we are being continually bathed          
in a liturgical rhythm – verse by verse, like wave upon wave — with              
the prayerful reflections of God’s holy people of ages past. Each day 
we are being refreshed in faith and hope. Our contemplation on the 
Scriptures provides ongoing guidance and encouragement. But     
even more than that, because as Norbertines we have a special 
commitment to support each other in our communion in Christ,      
we are blessed with an experience of Christ’s presence through                    
our fraternal love and concern for one another. 
 

     The Latin word for this communion in Christ Jesus is “Communio.”              
It is the charism handed down to us by our founder, St. Norbert. In 
the early twelfth century, Norbert was a leading reformer of the 
clergy of his day. He wanted his priests and lay brothers to go out to 
serve the people of God – but from a place of spiritual strength, that 
could be fostered in a community of mutual support through the 
structure of common prayer and common life. Even from the Order’s 
earliest days, lay men and women became active participants in its 
life and ministry.  
 

     Not only were the Norbertines, with their lay partners, able to 
serve the local church as needed; they were also able to welcome  
sojourners into the spiritually healing life of their community.                
Even now,  Daylesford Abbey welcomes all to share in its spiritual 
life. It is, and it continually aspires to grow, as an oasis of peace for 
the spiritually thirsty. All will be welcomed without judgement —                   
to heal and be refreshed at one’s own pace. 
 

     Join us for worship at Mass, for the Divine Office, for a retreat, for  
spiritual direction, or for one of our spiritual programs.  Daylesford                 
Abbey is here to help all find the peace of God. 

Daylesford   
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PLEASE HELP KEEP  

OUR  MAILING LIST               
CURRENT 
 

Are you no longer                      
interested in receiving 
our mailings? 

Are you receiving more 
than one copy, or do you 
know someone interested 
in receiving a copy? 

Go paperless and receive 
our newsletter online. 

Please leave a message at                                             
(610) 647-2530 ext. 100 
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In Memoriam: Brother John “Jack” Ginder, O. Praem. 
           Joseph Serano, O. Praem.  

For the past five years, Brother Jack had been on dialysis: 4-5 hours a day, 3 days a week,         
after which he was invigorated for about an hour and then always got very tired. In           
recent months, he had been having trouble walking and made his way around the               
Abbey on a motorized scooter. His days clearly entailed a lot of struggle, but he never 
complained. In fact, he often referred to his time at the Dialysis Center as a ministry, 
where he shared his good humor and gentle heart with the men and women who also 
had kidneys that no  longer worked on their own. On Ash Wednesday, he and an IHM 
Sister who was in his group led a little prayer session around blessed ashes. 

Born in 1940 and raised in Saint Gabriel Parish in South                 
Philadelphia, John Ginder first joined the Norbertines after his 

sophomore year in high school. (Before Vatican II, brothers were allowed to do that.) He 
persevered for five years but left the community in 1961.Three years later, at age 24, 
he returned to Daylesford where he took solemn vows in 1971.  

For several years thereafter, he served in the attendance office at Saint John Neumann 
High School (now merged with the nearby girls school as Neumann/Goretti)— while living at 
Saint Norbert Priory. The school colors were orange and black, and so was the sign on 
the door to his Priory room, a sign he took with him to all his future assignments. 

From 1990 to 95, he lived with the Norbertines in Jackson, Mississippi, while ministering            
at Saint Joseph High School. Upon his return to Daylesford Abbey, he was assigned to be              
infirmarian and faithfully served the elderly in the community. He also prepared original 
birthday cards for each of the confreres, cards that we all then signed before our monthly 
celebrations. Besides his willingness to fill in as cook when needed, Brother Jack was an avid 
photographer and liked to write poetry. For a number of years, he 
also worked with “Open Arms”, a ministry to gays and their                
families led by Joe and Carol Mc Fadden. During this period, his 
parents came to live first in Malvern and then, after his father 

died, his mother Agnes had a little apartment in Paoli. Jack visited every day. 

A few days before Christmas, Jack was having trouble breathing and emergency    
services took him to Paoli Hospital. There he was visited by Norbertines, both             
professed and associates, along with friends and family members. He had cousins 
who came up from Virginia and others from nearby Springfield and Lansdowne. On 
Christmas day, he was moved to the ICU unit — and two days later, on the Feast of 
John the Evangelist, his namesake, he passed from this life. The Abbot and another 
confrere as well as two of his faithful cousins were at his bedside. While we all will 
miss him very much, we are grateful that his journey is complete and our Brother 

Jack is in the loving arms of the God he served 
literally for a lifetime. 



   “Quantum Spirituality” :   Dr. Michelle Francl-Donnay 
 

Date: Sunday, May 5, 2019       Time: 1:00 PM  
Offering: $35 (with breakfast after Sunday Mass)     $25 (lecture only)  
RSVP: Please register before Monday, April 29, 2019 
 

The Phyllis Martin Day annual program honors the memory of Phyllis Martin, Obl. 
O. Praem. Dr. Francl- Donnay’s background in both chemistry and theology brings 
a unique perspective to the relationship between and intersection of science and 
religion within the Catholic tradition of "Faith Seeking Understanding." Her  
teaching invites both scientists and religious believers to look at what is a common 
reality from the other’s unique perspective. Her topic for this year’s lecture is 
“Quantum Spirituality”.    

Michelle Francl-Donnay, Ph. D., is a professor of Chemistry at Bryn Mawr College and an 
Adjunct Scholar of the Vatican Observatory. Dr. Francl-Donnay addresses the intersection 
of science and religion. A prolific writer and widely published, her reflections on the        
contemplative life can be found in a number of print and online venues. She also leads         
retreats on a wide range of topics including: Praying with the Desert Fathers and Mothers 
and St Ignatius of Loyola’s Examen. Her recent works in print include daily reflections for 
the liturgical seasons, many of them in Give Us This Day.  

 

Oblate Phyllis Martin, O. Praem. 
July 6, 1923 - August 2, 2006   

Healing a Hole in the Heart 
 

Date: Saturday, May 4, 2019   Time: 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM (includes Conferences and Lunch) 
General Admission: $60    Religious & Clergy: $45     Students: $15.00 (Continuing Education Credit Available)
RSVP: Please register before Friday, April 26, 2019 
 

The human condition is both blessed and broken. Each soul carries within it a hole, a “Love Wound” which is 
never totally resolved. But the healing process ultimately becomes the source to God and the true self. This 
seminar expresses the integration of healing, spiritual practice, woundedness, and spiritual transformation 
with the Heart of God. 

Brother Don Bisson, FMS is a Marist brother and Spiritual Director holding graduate 
degrees in liturgy, spirituality, and transpersonal psychology. He earned his Doctor of 
Ministry at the Pacific School of Religion, specializing in Spiritual Direction and         
Jungian Psychology. Don is internationally recognized for his lectures, workshops, and 
retreats on the interrelationship of Christian spirituality and Jungian psychology. His 
gems of wisdom have been formed in the heat and pressure of the deep underground 
passage of his own healing journey in God.   

Registration is easy! Phone: (610) 647-2530 ext. 133  †  Fax: (610) 651-0219 
Email: registrations@daylesford.org  †  Online: www.daylesford.org 
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Love for Jesus. Love for one another. Love for Rock ‘n’ roll. All converge on one 
day of celebratory praise, worship and Christian community known as 
AbbeyFest. This past September 22nd, thousands gathered on the grounds of 
Daylesford Abbey to participate in this now annual rain or shine event. (This 
was the 5th year!).  

It is hard to capture in words this very big, very joyous experience, but if you’ve been there, you know. Families 
come with children, from toddlers to teens, friends come, young people representing their high schools come, 
seniors come, sisters, seminarians and priests from all over the tri-state area come, people from various 
backgrounds come together ”to praise God” as one, in a day filled with prayer and song. 

Throughout the day the energy of the crowd is palpable, as               
faith-filled messages resound from Christian rock and rap bands 
filling the large stage set up on the front Abbey lawn — while 
vendors selling Christian art and artifacts, food and soft drinks 
line the large Abbey driveway. All of these festivities culminate 
in a solemn yet soulful final hour complete with a Eucharistic 
procession, while the thousands gathered hold up lighted                        
candles as the Eucharist is processed through the crowd, then 
placed reverently on the large stage for a period of silent                         

Adoration, ending this day-long festival of praise with some final songs from this year’s headliner, Matt Maher. 

This year, Daylesford’s newly elected Abbot Domenic presided and preached at AbbeyFest’s Mass, always celebrated 
toward the end of the afternoon. Abbot Domenic’s message was one that proclaimed the power of prayer and God’s 
love, as he recounted the story of overcoming seemingly insurmountable odds to further the dream of Bethesda 
Project. Founded in 1979, each year Bethesda Project now houses and shelters thousands of homeless men and 
women in Philadelphia, giving them a safe place to be nourished in body, mind and spirit. 

The key characteristic of Daylesford’s ministry is reconciliation. Saint Norbert, 
our founder, is known as the Minister of Peace and Concord. Saint Norbert 
himself, a staunch defender of the Eucharist, embraced reconciliation as the 
keystone of his preaching in the 12th Century. It is so fitting, then, that 
throughout the day at AbbeyFest, priests from local parishes join Norbertines 
in providing an opportunity for all gathered to share  in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  

AbbeyFest 2019 will be Saturday September 21st. Mark your calendar! All are welcome, to come to the table, to raise 
our voices to give God praise. This is Daylesford Abbey.  This is AbbeyFest. 

AbbeyFest 2018       
      John Zagarella, O. Praem.  
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Saint Norbert Parish in Paoli is an Amazing Parish here in the     
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. I am grateful for the nine years I 
have been privileged to serve as pastor. I bid Father Steve Albero 
and Father Arul Amalraj a wonderful journey as they continue 
what Norbertines have been doing here since 1956. 

One simply need go on line or take a Parish Bulletin to see all the 
wonderful services provided in the parish. I hesitate to single 
out one particular ministry since there are so many and so 
varied. But our “Blue Ribbon School of Excellence” would stand 
out, if only  because the signs on the school building are such a 
wonderful reminder. Mary Kay Hennessy has done a marvelous 
job in her administration of the school. 

Allow me to share a personal story. It concerns a dream I had, the night before I was to celebrate the weekend 
Mass. In the dream I heard, as clear as day, the words, “Michael, how many souls have you brought to me this 
day?” Read that again! Needless to say I was awake and on the side of my bed simply wondering who, what, 
where and how. It was somewhat unsettling and seriously gave me 
pause as to what we are truly all about, but it is a question really 
addressed to all of us. 

Recently, someone shared with me a memory of a religious sister who 
gave us a talk and said something similar. Her challenge was placing 
each of us at the “Pearly Gates” standing in front of Saint Peter, who 
asks “How many others have you have brought with you to these 
gates?” For, it is clearly the responsibility of the fervent disciple to lead 
others to Christ.  

Yes, these are challenging times. One only has to look at the census statistics for the “nones” (people who  
identify with no church), and so we continue to pray for that “Amazing Grace” that accepts us in our weakness 
and calls us to new heights. 

I pray that Saint Norbert Parish continue to be an Amazing Parish. I pray especially that the parish grows in 
finding ways to begin to heal the wounds and give prayerful comfort to those who have been injured by                   
individuals in  leadership positions in our Church. 

For myself, I ask the Lord’s forgiveness, as well as the forgiveness of any parishioners I may have offended in 
any way in my years as pastor. It has been a wonderful journey and I ask that you keep the love of God alive in 
all you do. 

Allow me to close with the same reminder that I gave to the children in 
our school. I asked them to remember that no matter where you go and 
what happens to you in the days and years to come,  always remember:         

       JESUS LOVES YOU! 

Thank you for allowing me to be your pastor….. 

                                                    it was a great journey of faith. 

Some Words From A Retiring Pastor   
           Michael Lee, O. Praem.  
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A Morning with Thomas Merton 
 “We Are Already One”:   
  Reflections on Childhood & Recovering our Original Unity 
 
 

Presenter: Dr. Virginia Rattigan    Time: 9:00 AM - 11:15 AM 
Date:  Saturday, March 9, 2019    Offering: $25 
RSVP: Please register before Friday, March 1, 2019 
 

In his Asian Journal, Merton writes: “And the deepest level of communication is not  
communication but communion. It is wordless, and it is beyond speech, and it is beyond  
concept. Not that we discover a new unity. We can discover an older unity. My dear brothers 
and sisters, we are already one. But we imagine that we are not. So what we have to recover 
is our original unity. What we have to be is what we are.” 

Throughout his many writings, Merton often reminds us of our “original unity” by 
looking thorough the lens of childhood. Whatever our age, this simple and deep  
reflection on the child may cast light on our own lives as parents, grandparents, 

aunts, uncles, ministers and teachers of children — as well as our commitment to both the larger  
communities within which we live and the faith dialogue to which we are called. We care for and teach our 
children. What do we learn from them? 

Registration is easy! Phone: (610) 647-2530 ext. 133  †  Fax: (610) 651-0219 
Email: registrations@daylesford.org  †  Online: www.daylesford.org 

Hallelujah Anyway:  Rediscovering Mercy  
    by Anne Lamott (Riverhead Books, New York, 2017)  
 

Facilitator: Nicholas Terico, O .Praem.   Time: 10:00 AM  - 11:30 AM 
Four Tuesdays: April 23 & 30 and May 7 & 14  Offering: $35 
RSVP: Please register before Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

 

This little gem of a book reminds us how to rise above and grow in 
difficult times, with the pure, always-available power of mercy.  With 
a great deal of honesty and humor Lamott describes her dysfunctional 
history, her struggles with addiction and sobriety, all the while showing us that we are not 
alone, that we’d all sometimes much rather punch someone in the face than turn the other 
cheek.  Reading Lamott’s book feels like sitting down with a warm friend who wants to 
remind you that through it all, it really will be okay, that you are not alone, and that it is 

possible to avail yourself of mercy, even on the most difficult days. She dares us repeatedly, by using anecdotes 
both funny and poignant, to try every day to be open to mercy. 

This book discussion will be limited to fifteen persons.  For the first session of our book discussion group, 
participants should have read the first two chapters of Hallelujah Anyway, pages three to forty-two.  
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Stumbling in Holiness: Sin and Sanctity in the Church 
     by Brian Flanagan (Liturgical Press, 2018) 
 

Facilitator: Ronald J. Rossi, O. Praem.   Time: 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM   
Four Tuesdays: March 26 and April 2, 9, & 16, 2019 Offering: $35 
RSVP: Please register before Tuesday, March 19, 2019 
 

In Stumbling in Holiness, professor and theologian Brian P. Flanagan 
addresses the ways in which both holiness and sinfulness condition the life of the                
pilgrim church. The book is rooted in a liturgical-theological explanation of how the 
church prays through its continuing need for repentance and purification, as well as its 
belief in its present and future participation in the life of the Holy One. After reviewing 
some of the ways in which past theologians have tried to explain the coexistence of               
ecclesial holiness and sinfulness, Flanagan suggests that, even if we can have confidence 
that God will fully sanctify the church in the reign of God, our ecclesiology must always 

attend to both the sanctity we already experience in the church and the sinfulness that is part of our                      
continuing  journey toward that reign.    

This program presumes that you have the text and will have read the Introduction & Chapter 1 (pages 1 to 
41) before the first session. 

Called to Community: The Life Jesus Wants for his People 
     by Eberhard Arnold (Plough Publishing, 2016) 
 

Facilitator: Maurice Avicolli, O. Praem.   Time: 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
Four Wednesdays: April 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2019  Offering: $35 
RSVP: Please register before Wednesday, March 27, 2019 
 

The discussions around this book are an invitation to explore the many facets of 
community — that unity with God in Jesus that gives birth to a oneness in the Spirit, that 
we call the church. 

Opportunities to be and live together, to share together, simply to care for one another 
in the ordinariness of daily life — these “moments of community” provide a school for 
“Communio”,  a mirroring on earth of the life of our Trinitarian God in whose image we 
are made. 

The sessions will consider the Why, How, What and Who of Community. In different but complementary ways, 
our answers to the questions will be grounded in an openness to Transcendence, a willingness to sacrifice 
individual interests for the common good, a search for an inclusivity that gets beyond narrowness and 
prejudice. Participants are asked to purchase the book on their own and read Forward and Part I in 
preparation for our first session, the first of four April Wednesday mornings. 

Morning Book Discussions 
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We Norbertines are canons regular, communities of ordained ministers and lay brothers following the Rule of 
St. Augustine. We give ourselves by solemn vow to a particular church for life — for the purpose of praising 
God every day in choir (singing the Liturgy of the Hours) and for guaranteeing the pastoral care of a particular  
area. Our almost nine hundred year old solemn vow formula states it upfront. 

“I, Brother N., offer and give myself to the Church of Our 
Lady of the Assumption and I promise a   conversion of 
my ways and life in community, especially in poverty, 
consecrated celibacy and obedience, according to the 
Gospel of Christ and the apostolic way of life, according 
to the Rule of St. Augustine and the Constitutions of the 
Order of Prémontré. I promise this before N, the prelate 
of this canonry and before this community.” 

The legal term for this aspect of the vow to 
“permanence in a particular church” is stabilitas 
loci (stability in place). Monks take a similar vow but 
their stability is focused inwardly toward the               
monastic community. By contrast, the stability of 

canons regular, though grounded in our common internal life, faces outward toward those served in and from 
the Abbey Church where we make our solemn profession. 

 This vow actually informs and expresses the particular nature of our Norbertine spirituality. Promising 
“ongoing conversion of our ways for life in one community” presents challenges not encountered in the same 
way for religious, who belong to provinces that might cover large national and international territories. For 
example, for Dominicans, Franciscans, or Jesuits, ministerial assignments to different posts at different times 
challenge these religious in ways that might well elicit new stages of ongoing conversion. 

Again, by contrast, our challenge is to journey in place, that is, to respond to God’s ongoing call for us to be            
pilgrims of the heart. That makes us vowed men who might sleep in our same cells, stand or sit in our same 
places in choir and refectory for decades, while nonetheless moving (through common prayer, contemplation and 
study, common life and ministry) with the Emmaus 
stranger to new and deeper inns of the heart — 
where God is ever waiting for us to remain for 
some time, before being called to the next inn.  

Ours is a vocation that first took shape in                   
the twelfth century society of our founder Saint 
Norbert (c. 1075 – 1134). Granted for some men it 
is perhaps more challenging to give oneself to a 
fast train, super highway, Uber culture, but for 
others the way of Norbert may be precisely the 
vocation that calls them to” journey in place”. 

      Vocation Notes     “Journeying in Place” 
                Andrew  Ciferni, O. Praem. 
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Annual Giving 2019 
As I write this article on Giving Tuesday 2018, I am reminded of how we 
at the Abbey have been the recipients of your generosity for many years,  
especially through Annual Giving. Your support has enabled us to                      
continue our ministry to the local Church. Last year’s Annual Giving 
reached a new high of $229,000, which was key to our ability to balance 
our annual budget of $2 million. For fiscal year 2019, we have already             
received $70,000 for Annual Giving, which will run until the end of June. 

Every day, we pray for our benefactors who are co-partners with us in 
working for God’s kingdom. May the Lord bless you for your                          
stewardship.  

Our Golden Anniversary Dinner Dance & Auction 
On November 16, the Abbey celebrated our 50th Dinner Dance & Auction at Aronimink Golf Club. It was a time 
to remember and give thanks for the past 50 years of dedicated men and women who gave their time, talent, 
and treasure to make our celebration so successful in so many ways. 244 guests dined, danced, and had fun    
bidding on some unique auction items. This year’s chairpersons were Barb and Doug Bigford, the daughter and 
son-in-law of Nancy and Dick Bowers, who were our 4th chairpersons. We netted a record $60,000, which                
contributed to our annual budget. Please mark your calendar for next year’s Dance: Friday, November 22, 
2019. We are most appreciative for your support. 

Development Corner  
           John Joseph Novielli, O. Praem. 
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Triduum 2019   
“EASTER IS THREE DAYS” 

BEGINNING WITH HOLY THURSDAY EUCHARIST ON APRIL 18, 2019 
 

Presenter: Andrew D. Ciferni, O. Praem. 
Dates: Good Friday and Holy Saturday  
   April 19 & 20: 10:30 AM– 11:45 AM  
 

You are welcome to come pray with us for these holiest days of 
the year. To complement our liturgies on Good Friday and Holy         
Saturday, we also invite you to join us for two morning                
conferences where Father Andrew Ciferni will review the                      
historical development of the Church's annual celebration of 
the Passover of the Lord Jesus. 

The conferences will take a closer look at the texts, rites, art, and  symbols of these our 
highest Catholic holy days. Father Andrew will show how the three days from the Holy 
Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper up to and including Solemn Easter Baptismal               
Vespers are, in fact, one liturgy celebrated over three days — that draw us into our own 
Passover and call us to be collaborators in God's new creation. (No registration is necessary 
for attending the conferences. We will have baskets for a free will offering.) 

Note that the Abbey’s Spirituality Center has guest rooms, that are available for the  
Triduum. Guests are welcome to join the community for dinner on Holy Thursday and 

stay through a simple breakfast on Easter Sunday morning. We would ask an offering of $215 to help cover 
our costs. Please register early to guarantee that we will have a room for you. 

 
Holy  Thursday,  April 18 
  5:40 PM Dinner (optional for overnight guests) 
 7:30 PM Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper 
   

Good Friday,  April 19 
 8:00 AM Office of  Vigils  for Good Friday 
 8:30 AM Morning Prayer 
 10:30 AM Triduum Conference 
 12:00 Noon    Midday Prayer 
 12:15 PM Quiet Lunch * 
 3:00 PM Solemn Service of the Lord’s  
    Passion and Death 
 7:30 PM Taizé Around the Cross 

Holy Saturday,  April 20 
 8:00 AM Office of  Vigils for Holy Saturday 
 8:30 AM Morning Prayer 
 10:30 AM Triduum Conference 
 12:00 Noon    Midday Prayer 
 12:15 PM Lunch * 
 4:30 PM    Vespers 
 7:30 PM Solemn Easter Vigil and Eucharist 
  

Easter Sunday,  April 21 
 8:30 AM Morning Prayer 
 10:30 AM Eucharist 
 4:30 PM Easter Vespers 

Triduum  Overnight Retreat Offerings 
$215 per person - Arrive in time for Thursday night dinner until Easter Sunday morning 

$200 per person - Arrive after dinner on Thursday until Easter Sunday morning 

* Lunch is available at 12:15 pm for a donation of  $10.00, but we need you to register in advance. 
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Ash Wednesday   BEGINNING THE FORTY DAYS OF LENT 
 

Presenter: Joseph Serano, O. Praem. 
Date: March 6, 2019   Offering: $30 per person 
RSVP: Please register before Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
 

In the early church, after a considerable time of discernment and formation, catechumens were baptized at the 
Easter Vigil. Their final preparation was a “forty day retreat”, that eventually the church decided was appropriate 
for all believers who would be renewing their own baptismal promises at the Vigil. Thus, in broad strokes, Lent as 
we know it was born – and Ash Wednesday is the first of the forty days. 

Traditionally, three practices are central to the Lenten observance: prayer, fasting and almsgiving. The conferences 
of this Day of Recollection will not only offer some thoughts on each of the three but, perhaps more importantly, 
examine how “one needs the other.” The goal is to get Lent off to a fresh start, all looking toward the Holy Week 
Triduum and its culmination in the Easter Vigil. Do join us. 

12:15 Simple Lunch 
1:00 Second Conference 
1:40 Personal Time 
2:00 Final Session 

8:30 AM    Morning Prayer (optional) 
9:00 Registration/Coffee 
9:30 First Conference 
10:30 Sacrament of Reconciliation,    
  with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11:30 Mass 

 

Preparing for the Sunday Lenten Readings… 
On the Wednesdays of Lent, at 10:30 in the morning or at 6:30 in the evening, you are invited to spend an hour or so 
looking ahead to the Sunday readings. 

Various Abbey priests will lead a short lectio (a prayerful reading of the assigned passages for the upcoming Sunday,        
followed by some silence and a shared word), move on to an outline of “where they are in preparing their upcoming 
homily” and then propose some questions for the group to consider — with the option of individuals adding         
questions of their own. It is our hope that everyone will gain by this “hour of faith sharing”. (If you wish to come, we 
would ask you to register — for the full series, noting whether you prefer the mornings or evenings — so we can reserve the right 
space. While no offering is requested, a basket will be available to allow for donations that will be added to our Triduum              
collection for Bethesda Project & its ministry to the homeless.)  

Registration is easy! Phone: (610) 647-2530 ext. 133  †  Fax: (610) 651-0219 
Email: registrations@daylesford.org  †  Online: www.daylesford.org 

         Looking toward the First Sunday of Lent …. See Ash Wednesday program 

March 13     Looking toward the 2nd Sunday      John Joseph Novielli, O. Praem. 

March 20     Looking toward the 3rd Sunday      Arul Amalraj, O. Praem. 

March 27     Looking toward the 4th Sunday      Francis Danielski, O. Praem. 

April 3          Looking toward the 5th Sunday      Joseph McLaughlin, O. Praem. 

April 10        Looking toward Palm Sunday         David Driesch, O. Praem. 

9 Winter/Spring 2019  Daylesford Abbey 

Golf Outing 
Hershey’s Mill was host once again for our 15th Golf 
Outing. We had 73 Golfers and an additional 20 joined 
us for the Barbecue dinner that evening. It was a 
wonderful day with friends and confreres. We are 
grateful to Marita and John Parthemore for their 
leadership in netting $16,000 for the Abbey. Please 
reserve the date of Monday, June 17, 2019 for our 
16th Golf Outing. 

 

Abbot John E. Neitzel Society 
The Abbot John E. Neitzel Society is a group of Abbey supporters who pledge to remember 
the Abbey in their estate planning. On Sunday, March 31, we invite you to Mass, a               
champagne brunch, and a short presentation on the success of and your possible                       
participation in the Society. For reservations, please contact Jeanne Byrne at  
jeannebyrne@daylesford.org or 610-647-2530 ext. 118. 

 

Raffle and Picnic 
Our 2018 Raffle & Picnic was held on Sunday, September 9. We 
sold 570 tickets this year and netted $21,000. Our $5,000 winners 
were Marge & Tom Dooley from Springfield, PA. It was a great 
barbecue and an afternoon of fun with our Abbey Community of 
friends.  

Please consider joining us on September 8, 2019. 

Art Show 
The 2018 Daylesford Abbey Art Show was held October 5th  thru 7th and              
netted $8,000 for the benefit of the Abbey. The opening reception, held              
Friday evening, allowed guests to meet the artists and enjoy some wine and 
tea sandwiches. On Saturday, the Art Show ran concurrently with the Paoli 
Blues Fest directly across from Daylesford Abbey at Paoli Presbyterian 
Church. 

 
Wall art included oil, acrylic, pastels and watercolors. 
Other artistry consisted of original hand-made jewelry 
and handbags, plus pieces using wood, glass, and fabric.  
We are appreciative of the committee, chaired by Karen 
Landman, and all who patronized the Art Show. 

2019 Events 
John E. Neitzel Society Brunch: Sun, March 31 

Appreciation Brunch: Sun, June 9 

Golf Outing: Mon, June 17 

Raffle and Picnic: Sun, September 9 

51st Dinner Dance: Fri, November 22 
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  Fiscal Year 2017 - 18 
                                 Annual Stewardship Report 
Our first Abbot, John Neitzel was fond of noting that the most 
magnificent instrument that “makes music in the Abbey 
Church” is the singing of the worshipping community. His 
words underline what we have tried to say for our more than 
fifty years in Paoli, Daylesford Abbey is more a “who” than a 
“what” — and that “who” includes the hundreds of generous 
people whose goodness to the Norbertine community is what 
is behind the numbers on the charts to your right. 

Our annual operating budget is around $ 2,000,000 and, in last 
fiscal year, some 40% of those expenses were covered from 
the donations of the many women and men who support our 
life and ministries. Be it Annual Giving, the Sunday Collection 
or our four yearly events (Dinner Dance, Golf Outing, Raffle 
and Art Show) — along with memorial gifts and wills, plus 
those unexpected one-time gifts that   always seem to                 
happen when we most need them — the clear message of the 
numbers in these charts is the “blessing of benefactors”. (The 
word comes from the Latin bene and facere, literally to do well 
or make good.) Thank you for your goodness to us. 

Nor should it be forgotten that these numbers and charts say 
nothing of the thousands of volunteer hours that serve our 
mission in a myriad of ways.  There are those who help out in 
our various offices and sponsored events, those who serve as 
ministers of hospitality in our Spirituality Center, others who 
share in the liturgy as lectors or Eucharistic ministers or            
musicians or choir members, and still others who bring and 
then deliver the baskets of food and casseroles in the                   
Outreach programs that accompany our worship. Perhaps, 
most important of all, there are the many, many good people 
who simply pray for the Abbey each and every day. 

In 2020, the Norbertines Order will celebrate its 900th                    
Anniversary. For all those centuries, the primary intention at 
our community Mass each day has always been for the 
“needs of our families, friends and benefactors, both living 
and deceased”. We are happy to continue that tradition here 
at Daylesford Abbey.  

With grateful hearts, we bid you God’s Peace. 
 

                     Joseph Serano, O. Praem. (Abbey Treasurer) 

* 2017-18: This does not include a further $ 31,000 given to Outreach for St Gabriel’s Food 
Cupboard, Bethesda Project, Mision Santa Maria and relief for Hurricane Victims. 
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