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A Letter From the Abbot
How relevant in 2021 is
an Order founded 900 years ago?
Well, after a profound personal
conversion, St. Norbert was drawn
to work tirelessly for reconciliation in
the divisive political times in which he
lived, and also to assiduously seek the healing of serious
and prevalent family feuds wherever he traveled. Does a
ministry of healing and reconciliation by the founder of the
Norbertine Order in 1121 seem relevant today? Perhaps
today – as much as at any time in our history – our nation
and our world need people committed to the ministry of
healing and reconciliation.
Who cannot be troubled, in our day, by the nonstop
onslaught, viewed on television and through various social
media, of polarizing invectives and actions? Because of
this, the mission of the Norbertine Order – to be committed
to the de-escalation of hostilities and to the healing of
divisions in our world – is as needed today as ever.
St. Norbert was clearly most inspired by the Lord
Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Our founder was also particularly
moved by the witness of the early church community
where those first disciples “were of one heart and mind.”
Norbert wanted to establish a religious community which
mirrored a similar unity of spirit. This unity of spirit can
best be described by the keyword of our Norbertine Order
– communio – or communion in Christ.
The challenge for us now is to continually find ways to
support this critical work of reconciliation. We at Daylesford
Abbey try to do that through our preaching and teaching,
as well as by providing spiritual support through retreats
and other ministry opportunities. We are grateful to those
lay men and women who collaborate with us and support
us in our efforts. Please look through this newsletter to find
opportunities to stay connected with us, even during this
time of pandemic limitations.
It is hard to predict the future. Will we still be around
900 years from now? Whether we are, or not, is in God’s
hands. But while we are here, let us together devote our
lives to the task of peacemaking and reconciliation, and
to supporting one another on our journey to God. May God
bless us all in our efforts.

Opening of the Celebration of our 900th 			
		Jubilee: Advent-Christmas 2020
		
								

by Jos Wouters O. Praem., Abbot General

A jubilee is the commemoration of an event that took place a round number of years ago. The
profession of Saint Norbert and his first followers on Christmas Day of 1121 is the beginning of a history
that has continued for nine centuries. In line with the motto of our General Chapter of 2018 (Nativitas
Christi, Nativitas Ordinis) we can say that the day the Word was born among us was also the day
that our Order became an institutionalized reality. Both Vitae of Saint Norbert relate that event on
Christmas Day when the first Premonstratensians made profession on the Rule of Saint Augustine …
Norbert believed that this Rule ordered and renewed the apostolic way of life, meaning that life which
Christ himself had led with his apostles, which was continued in the primitive Church.
The choice of Saint Norbert and his followers (to make their vows
on Christmas day) draws from the same inspiration as our motto for this
Jubilee: “Together With God among the people” … When we are with the
people, we are with God at the same time. We can search and find Him
anywhere. The fullness of pastoral activity would be to find God with the
people as the “God with us”, the Emmanuel. From this intuition we can give
meaning to the fact that the first profession of Premonstratensians was
made on Christmas Day.
In many abbeys we find paintings featuring the crib with the newborn
Jesus in the center. Saint Norbert and his companions contemplate the
nativity scene. Around the crib are heaped the symbols of their worldly
dignity, their crowns, blazons, and scepters … The humility of God and his overwhelming love invites
us to disarm and to become human like him, poor and simple, in such a way that we too can really be
“among the people” … The first Premonstratensians regarded a life of simplicity as the foundation of
effective pastoral action. This model of disarming simplicity is shown nowhere more eloquently than in
the nativity scene.
The term “Jubilee” has profound biblical roots. In Chapter 25 of Leviticus the Jubilee-year is
described as a year of reparation and restoration, a period during which God’s people remember the
graces bestowed upon them. May this celebration help us to discover afresh the roots of our common
vocation.
God our Father, in your eternal wisdom and unending mercy
you called Saint Norbert to cooperate in reforming the Church of his time.
Inspired by the example of the first Christians
he desired to follow the Lord in the footsteps of the Apostles,
living a life in community and announcing the Good News to the people.
In 1121 Saint Norbert chose Prémontré
to be the first center of a renewed canonical life
and the white habit as a sign of the Resurrection.
We gratefully celebrate the 900-year Jubilee
of our presence and our humble service in the Church.
Let us build centers of your love in this world with zeal and generous hearts.
Pour the love of your Holy Spirit into our communities,
so that, overflowing with charity, they may embrace all.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
(Prayer from the 2016 Christmas Letter of Abbot General Emeritus Thomas Handgrätinger, O. Praem.)

Daylesford Abbey

Winter/ Spring 2021

2

Fr. Theodore Antry, O. Praem.,
				In Memoriam

by Andrew Ciferni, O. Praem.

Many men and women, even some of us and our readers, would be flattered
to be called a Renaissance woman or man – a title bestowed on folks adept in
many varied fields. Daylesford Abbey and our friends recently lost our quite
singular “Medieval Man,” Norbertine Father Theodore James Antry (aka Ted or
Teddy).
Ted’s long life (1939 to 2020) led him from North Philadelphia to Paoli
to Wisconsin to the University of Notre Dame, back to Paoli, and, from that
springboard to the world. An only child, he met the Norbertines at the then
Southeast Catholic High School. Ted joined the Order right out of high school
and went on to receive his B.A. in Philosophy at St. Norbert College (DePere, WI)
and his M.A. in Classics at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. During these later years, Ted was
Dean of Discipline and a Latin teacher at Abbot Pennings High School in DePere.
Finally, he got his Ph.D. in Medieval Studies from the University of Notre Dame, but it was no
smooth ride. His doctoral studies were done under the imperious Herr Professor Doctor Canon Astrik
Gabriel, O. Praem. Narratives from Ted’s Notre Dame years are legendary. His critical edition of a
medieval treatise on medicine was daily reported on at lunches with other grad students – everything
from pounded dog dodo to dried toads.
Upon his return to Daylesford Abbey, Ted became a gracious guest master whose infamous
Teddy Tours (“the Antry Death March”) exposed visitors to Philadelphia’s rich history and gastronomic
excellence. For years Ted taught annual classes on St. Norbert and the history of our Order to novices
from DePere, Albuquerque, and Paoli. He was also Abbey archivist and needed no trash receptacles
since he kept everything! His presence on Order commissions created for him an international web
of friends.
Ted saw himself first and foremost as a Norbertine priest. He was vested in 1957, took solemn
vows in 1962, and was ordained in 1966. He brought to members of our Order his own study of the
rich resources, which deepened our understanding of the apostolic life of Jerusalem, Augustine, and
Norbert.
His death on December 19 made very real the Great Advent O Antiphon of that day:
O Flower of Jesse’s stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples.
Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid.
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Coping with COVID-19
Abbot Emeritus Richard J. Antonucci, O. Praem.
All these restrictions ... all this interruption of what’s normal ... the cancellation of
family and community celebrations. These are what come to mind immediately when I
think of the COVID-19 experience. But there’s a nagging thought roaming around in my
head that there’s an invitation here ... There’s an opportunity to see things differently
or a call to make things better. Pope Francis says in his book Let Us Dream, that just
as Noah and his family and all the animals got off the ark, when they came to rest on
Mount Ararat, their world was new. COVID-19 could be our “Noah moment.”

Andrew Ciferni, O. Praem.
Because I’m so frequently on the move, I came to appreciate staying
put and following our schedule day by day every day. I was/am thankful
for the higher number of us present to one another at common prayer
and meals. On the other hand, I missed/miss celebrating our daily
prayer in the Divine Word Chapel. I also missed/miss the presence of
our lay assembly.

Nicholas R. Terico, O. Praem.
From my perspective the time of COVID-19 isolation has had both positive and negative
results. In March 2020 we were in complete “lock down” with no outside attendance
at the Abbey. Although I missed interaction with so many Abbey friends, I found the
isolation a time of retreat, of stepping back and reflecting in the quiet, and of bonding
more substantially with confreres on a daily basis. That being said, I look forward to
returning to the Divine Word Chapel for daily prayer and Eucharist.

Joseph A Serano, O. Praem.
For me, the hardest part has been the physical separation from family and friends. God
willing, that will be changing with the vaccines as we enter the Easter season... While I
am grateful for how COVID has led us to launch our “Springhouse Media Ministry” - with
the opportunity to reach a far larger audience with our Spirituality Center programs
- I have mixed feelings about livestreaming our liturgies. Yes, it has been a blessing
during the pandemic, but it doesn’t do justice to our Order’s celebration of 900 years:
“Together With God. Among the People.”

Prior John C. Zagarella, O. Praem.
I actually tested positive for COVID-19. It was tough being in
quarantine in my room for two weeks. But it was easy compared to
the thought that I might have inadvertently spread it to others here.
That thought was devastating. Thank God, miraculously, I did not.
And I do think it was a miracle! Once others tested negative, I took
to disco dancing in my room for exercise!
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Stewardship Report
Each year, our Stewardship Report reveals the
same extraordinary and humbling fact. Your generous
financial support— which these charts inadequately label
“Donations and Fund-Raising” — is the largest single source
of income in the Abbey’s “Operating Budget.” In looking at
the particulars of last fiscal year (ending in June 2020)
alongside the equivalent numbers in the previous year,
these charts show that more than 40% of what it takes to
run the Abbey comes from our friends and benefactors.
Yes, the numbers are extraordinary and humbling.
Thus, the six charts in this report rightly begin with a
closer look at “Donations and Fund-Raising.” In the face of
the pandemic, the Sunday assembly was understandably
reduced. In June, we had to cancel our Golf Outing, but your
response to our Annual Giving appeal was up $40,000 — and
then in September, we received a $15,000 gift “earmarked
to cover the Golf Outing shortfall”! Last fiscal year, we were
also blessed with a remembrance in two exceptional wills
that helped us to cover the extensive “saw-roof” repairs
(Capital Budget) needed in the Spirituality Center.
When comparing the “Operating Expenses” for 1920 with 18-19, you will notice that two-line items show
significant changes: “Lay Payroll” and “Food and Supplies.”
Where the former goes down in 19-20, the latter goes up.
This is due to the fact that in the 19-20 fiscal year, we moved
to a “Food Service” — which includes their staffing/payroll
costs as well as food and supplies. Overall, the aggregate
increase in expenses for these two items was under 2% but,
more significantly, with COVID 19, our engaging an outside
agency to run our kitchen could not have been more timely.
These professionals have “served” us exceptionally well.
Indeed, in the face of the virus, it is hard to imagine how we
could have possibly run the kitchen ourselves as we did in
the past.
To end as I began, the Norbertine community is
most grateful for your generous support. Each day, when
we gather for Eucharist in the Abbey church, the “first
intention” for that Mass is always the health and welfare of
our families, friends, and benefactors — good people, you
yourselves — for whom we always offer thanks (which, in
Greek, is the word “eucharistein”).
With grateful hearts, we bid you God’s Peace,
			 Joseph Serano, O. Praem.
		
Abbey Treasurer
* 2019-20: This does not include a further $21,000 given to Abbey Outreach
(to support St. Gabriel’s Food Cupboard, Bethesda Project and Mision Santa
Maria) and Isaiah 58 (for helping local immigrants and refugee families).
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175 Years:

Joyful Bearers of God's Redeeming Love.

										

by Joesph McLaughlin, O. Praem.

On November 10, 1845 Redemptorist missionary Father Louis Gillet, C. Ss. R. founded
the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in Monroe, MI with the intention
of opening a Catholic school staffed by the sisters. The first school opened in Monroe
on January 15, 1846. In August of 1858, the first IHM sisters came to Susquehanna, PA,
near Scranton and came to Philadelphia in 1863.
On July 12, 1934 Norbertines from Saint Norbert Abbey in De Pere, Wisconsin
agreed to staff Southeast Catholic High School in South Philadelphia. The first faculty
included eight priests and eight seminaries, for an enrollment of 600 students. The first
graduates of Southeast Catholic to join the Norbertines were Fathers Walter Burke and
Francis Ciliberti who were vested with the Norbertine habit on August 28, 1938; both
returned later to teach at Southeast Catholic. On March 7, 1956 Southeast Catholic moved to 26th and
Moore Street and was renamed Bishop Neumann High School in honor of Philadelphia’s 4th Bishop (18521860).
November 13, 1963 Saint Norbert Abbey established Daylesford Priory in Paoli, as
an independent Norbertine Community. Of the eighty members of the new foundation,
thirteen confreres were from Wisconsin; of the other sixty-seven members, thirty-eight
were graduated from elementary schools staffed by the IHM sisters: thirteen from St.
Edmond, seven from St. Monica, seven from St. Gabriel, three from St. Richard, two
from St. Thomas, two from St. Anthony and one each from Sacred Heart, Annunciation,
Transfiguration, and St. Aloysius Academy. Of the six Philadelphia Norbertines who
remained members of St. Norbert Abbey, three were taught by IHM’s, at St. Edmond, St.
Gabriel, and Gesu.
		
Norbertines currently are chaplains at Immaculata
University, Villa Maria Academy Lower School, Saint Aloysius Academy, and Villa
Maria House of Studies. Norbertines in South Philadelphia regularly celebrated Mass
at the IHM convents at West Catholic and St. Maria Goretti High Schools. Since 1982
Norbertines have served Saint Gabriel Parish along with the IHM sisters. Currently
Norbertines from Daylesford regularly assist with weekday masses at Camilla Hall
Infirmary. Three IHM sisters have served at Daylesford as librarian, receptionist, and
facilities director. Over the years many IHM’s have led the Daylesford Community in
days of recollection and retreats. Until the recent closure of Villa Maria, Stone Harbor,
NJ, Norbertines provided daily masses and confessions during the summer to both
retreatants and staff.
In this 175th year of the IHM Community and the 900th year of the Norbertines Order, the Norbertines
of Daylesford are deeply grateful to the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary who have inspired
us with their charism of love, creative hope and fidelity, as “Joyful Bearers of God’s Redeeming Love.”
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Development Corner

by John J. Novielli, O. Praem.

In his recent book, Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future, Pope Francis encourages us to think
positively about both the future and the past — and to look at how the pandemic has led us to discern
new ways to adjust our lives to Gospel values. We have a simple but wonderful example of this here
at the Abbey, where we have launched “Springhouse Media”. This new ministry has enabled us to livestream many of our Masses and Spirituality Center programs, an investment in technology that was
only possible because of your generous support.
In February, we will begin our Annual Giving campaign, which will last until the
end of June 2021. This campaign is our largest fundraiser and a major part of our
annual budget. Last year, the campaign brought in $295,000. We are hopeful that
we can exceed that goal this year with your generous support.

Raffle & Picnic
On Sunday, September 13, 2020, we held our annual Raffle & Picnic. It was a
little different from previous years. The drawing was held outside in front of
the church after Mass, where we had a socially distanced small picnic with
about 50 people in attendance. We all enjoyed being outside on a nice fall
day. The first prize winner of $5,000 was Elaine DeVirgilio of Malvern, PA.
The Raffle netted $30,000, an increase of $8,000 from last year.
In Advent of 2020, the Norbertine Order opened the Jubilee year to celebrate the 900th anniversary
of our Order. The international logo for our Jubilee includes the words “Together with God, among
the People”. We are most grateful to you, our friends, and benefactors, in joining us in praising God
and serving His people. We look forward in the coming months, to continue to celebrate with you this
extraordinary milestone.

Dinner Dance & Auction
Our 52nd Dinner Dance & Auction again was a “virtual event”. We had to be
creative since we could not gather for a dance. The auction was done online
with a program called GiveSmart. Our committee, under the leadership of
Regina and Bill Brown, were superb in leading this new venture. The auction and
souvenir program netted the Abbey $40,000— and we are most grateful for your
participation. Please mark your calendars for the 53rd annual Dinner Dance &
Auction, which will be celebrated in the midst of the 900th anniversary of the founding of our Norbertine
Order. The gala will be held on Friday, November 19, 2021 at Aronimink Golf Club. A celebration you will
not want to miss.
During this past year, we have been humbled and encouraged by your continued support of the Abbey
through your time, talent, and treasure. You are indeed one with us in praising the Lord. May our loving
God continue to bless you and your loved ones.

Dates to Remember
Appreciation
Mass & Brunch
June 6, 2021
Daylesford Abbey

Golf Outing
June 21, 2021

53rd Dinner Dance
& Auction

Picnic & Raffle
Art Show
September 12, 2021 October 1-3, 2021 (900th Anniversary Gala)
November 19, 2021
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Spirituality Center
M i s s i o n S tat e m e n t
In an environment of hospitality and inclusivity, the Abbey’s Retreat and
Spirituality Center exists to assist all longing for a deepening sense of
personal and communal spiritual growth. It offers a variety of faithnurturing programs. In the spirit and charism of our founder St. Norbert,
known as a minister of peace & reconciliation, our goal is always to foster
that same reconciliation — with God, self and others.

G r o u p R e t r e at s
The Spirituality and Retreat Center at Daylesford Abbey provides an ideal setting for your unique retreat
or event. The Center is open to people of all faiths, and all ethnic and racial backgrounds. We welcome
groups to hold retreats, days of recollection and meetings/workshops in our facility.
Whether you are coming from a church, school, support group, or community group, we believe you will
be enriched by the beauty and tranquility of the Abbey.

Complimentary Abbey Amenities include:
•
•
NOTE: We are
currently booking
group retreats
for 2021 with
an anticipated
opening of Summer
2021, pending the
overall climate
concerning COVID.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prayer spaces in the church and chapels, Mary
Garden and Heil Garden
Spacious grounds with gardens, walking paths,
wildlife pond and outdoor Stations of the Cross
Adjacent Fox Hollow Hiking Trail
The Abbot Killeen Library
WiFi access
Air-Conditioned Meeting Rooms
36 guest bedrooms (both singles and doubles)
Retreatant lounge
Elevator and Handicap Accessible Entrance
Dining Hall (with meals for special needs)

For more information and pricing, call (610) 601-8702 or email adr@daylesford.org.

Private Retreats
Daylesford Abbey is planning to reopen in the late
spring for private retreats. While maintaining all
physical distancing precautions, there is plenty of
room to roam the beautiful grounds of Daylesford
Abbey, located in the Chester County countryside
about 20 miles west of Philadelphia.
Design Your Own Retreat: With opportunities for
prayer and reflection, simply furnished rooms, and
delicious meals, we can help you design a retreat
that fits your needs. Retreatants can arrange to
stay at the Abbey for the day or overnight.

Prayer with the Norbertine Community: Guests
are always invited to join the Norbertines for the
praying of the daily office and Mass.
Spiritual Direction/Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Both are available upon request. Spiritual Direction
is a one-to-one meeting with a trained spiritual
director providing the opportunity to grow in an
awareness of God’s movements within one’s life.

Retreats should be scheduled at least one
week in advance by calling the Spirituality and
Retreat Center at (610) 601-8702 or email adr@
daylesford.org
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The Springhouse
The Springhouse: A Media Ministry of Daylesford Abbey is excited
to provide viewers with a second season of programming!
The Springhouse features a growing collection of topical presentations on current issues,
and theological reflections. AbbeyCast is our in-house podcast which highlights meaningful
conversations with Norbertines and other interesting guests. Our ongoing series “Art and Artists
at Daylesford Abbey” offers unique takes on the place of fine art in the history of Daylesford
Abbey, while “Rock the Word 153” explores the intersection of spirituality and popular music. The
Springhouse is also a virtual storehouse for Abbey homilies as well as media for those discerning
a religious vocation.

Visit www.daylesford.org/springhouse-media to view ongoing series, podcasts, topical
presentations, homilies, and vocational media.

Upcoming Programs from The Springhouse for Winter-Spring 2021
Season Two of . . .

Along with . ..
*

Lenten Reflection Series –- “Lent as Enlightenment” -- Rev. Andrew D. Ciferni, O. Praem.

*

The Passion Gospel -- Gareth Haynes, Music Director, and Rev. Andrew D. Ciferni, O. Praem.

*

Triduum Conferences -- Rev. David Driesch, O. Praem.

*

Exploring Catholic Social Teaching

Become

a

P ar t n e r

in

Ministry

We want the content from The Springhouse to be available free of charge. So, how might we
pay for the costs associated with its production? We hope you might see this as a “pay-itforward” kind of endeavor. If you find this ministry worthwhile, we hope that you would want to
support it. Through your generosity, we will continue to produce content which we believe will
serve the church. We hope that you might become a partner in this ministry and support The
Springhouse by “Paying-It-Forward.”

To make a donation, please visit www.daylesford.org/springhouse-media/support.
Daylesford Abbey
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Return Service Requested

THE OLDEST CONVENT OF NORBERTINE
NUNS IN THE NETHERLANDS

Together with God. Among the people.

Oosterhout Norbertinessenpriorij
Sint-Catharinadal 2020

