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Daylesford Abbey exists
to enrich the church
by our Norbertine
communio, nourished
by contemplation on
God’s word, made visible
in worship and service
within the local church.

As Norbertine Communities
throughout the world celebrate
a Year of Jubilee, Pope Francis
has written our Abbot General
to join us in gratitude for the gift
of nine centuries of common life
and ministry. His gracious words
open this Newsletter.

Together with God,					
			Among the People
Father Michael J. Lee, O. Praem.
Born: September 25, 1943
Vested: August 28, 1961
Professed: August 28, 1963
Ordained: May 16, 1970
Born to Eternal Life:
February 11, 2021
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A Letter From the Abbot
For a number of years now, the Abbey
has had two fig trees nestled in an
outside area of one of our gardens,
well protected from winter winds.
We would typically get at most, a few
dozen figs and only at the very end
of the summer. This year, however, was very different.
On just one of the fig trees, as soon as the leaves were
starting to appear this spring, there also appeared dozens
and dozens of figs (I counted 72). Moreover, the fruit were
much larger than we had ever seen in the past. By early
July, we were gorging ourselves on an abundance of this
sweet fruit. This was a very new and happy experience
for us. Hopefully, this portends a time of new and greater
fruitfulness for the Abbey.
Thankfully, we, like nature all around us, are starting to
emerge from our pandemic cocoons – that time when
so much of our social and religious activity was greatly
curtailed. Overall, I believe, this has had a depressing
impact on our individual and corporate psyche. But,
this dark time is gradually giving way to a time of new
beginnings.
Not only have more people returned to the Abbey’s
Sunday and weekday Masses, but the Abbey has also
seen an exponential increase in the number of private
retreatants coming to spend some time with us for spiritual
refreshment – taking advantage of our beautiful grounds
and facility. And the Abbey will once again be able to host
groups who want to make their retreats here.
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Furthermore, as you will see in this newsletter, we are
again able to offer a number of in-person programs to
edify our spirits. A few examples. Abbot Emeritus Ron
Rossi will be offering a book study on contemplation.
Father Joe Serano will give an overview of Catholic social
teaching, something very relevant as our Church struggles
with some contemporary issues. Father John Zagarella
will offer an afternoon of recollection based on his insights
from some popular rock music. He’s calling this, “a day
of Rock-ollection.” And Father Andrew Ciferni will share
insights into the mystical realm of Christian iconography.
Lastly, we are praying through some ideas for new
avenues of ministry here at the Abbey. We hope that you
will engage with us as we seek ways to grow in our ability
to bring healing and new life to our Church.

Words from Pope Francis
Letter of Pope Francis to the Most Reverend Father Jozef Wouters,
		

Abbot General of the Premonstratensian Canons Regular

I learned the good news that you have announced a Jubilee to celebrate the 900th anniversary
of the foundation of the Abbey of Prémontré by St.Norbert, the first community from which the Order
of Premonstratensian Canons Regular originated.
St. Norbert is rightly considered one of the most zealous architects of the Gregorian reform. Born
around 1075, he became a canon of the chapter of Xanten after his ecclesiastical studies. Through
the then Bishop of Cologne, Frederick, Norbert was introduced to the court of Emperor Henry V.
Thus, he got involved early in the events that marked the beginnings of the 12th century. While the
Emperor and the lords of the realm claimed a right to intervene personally in the appointment of
bishops and abbots by favoring people whom they liked, a new sensitivity to the demands of the
Gospel and of the mission proper to the clergy grew within the Church. There were not a few men
and women, inspired by God, who began to question the attachment ministers of the Church had
with merely worldly interests. Norbert was one of these.
When, in 1115, at the height of the investiture
controversy (should the monarch or the church appoint
bishops) he had to choose a position between the Pope
and the Emperor, he followed Bishop Frederick of
Cologne and began a spiritual journey that was to lead
him to an authentic conversion after a long process of
discernment.
Norbert gave up his life at the court . . . Ordained
a deacon and a priest on the same day, he abandoned
the refined apparel of a courtier and put on the habit of
a penitent . . . In Rolduc he became acquainted with a
community of reformed canons regular who based their life on the Rule of St. Augustine. Thus, he too
began to preach penance and conversion and to lead a life of prayer and mortification; and – not a
common practice at that time – he often, if not daily, celebrated the Eucharist . . . Norbert opted for
an itinerant life. . . He walked on foot, with only one garment, a cloak, and a stick, always carrying with
him what was necessary for the celebration of the Eucharist, accompanied by two fellow pilgrims. In
Saint Gilles, he met Pope Gelasius II who authorized him to be an apostolic preacher.
Since his conversion and throughout his life, Norbert was a faithful servant of the Gospel and
a loving son of the Church, obedient to the Pope. In order to receive confirmation of his status as a
preacher and to meet the new Pope – Callixtus II, elected in 1119 — he returned to northern France
where he met his childhood friend, Bishop Burchard of Cambrai, who marveled at the change in his
lifestyle . . . Norbert’s biographies tell how he healed the sick along the way, chased away evil spirits
and managed to placate ancient feuds between noble families. These reconciliations brought peace
to the regions where the population suffered greatly from the continuous local wars. For this, Norbert
is considered an apostle of peace. He did the work of God, acting in the name of Christ’s charity. The
ancient authors insist that Norbert always gathered in prayer before setting out to mediate and to
foster reconciliations and restore peace and that he was always faithful to celebrate the Eucharist
to meet the Lord whose work he desired to undertake.
(continued on next page)
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On his way to Reims to be received by Callixtus II, Norbert met with Bartholomew, bishop of Laon,
who proposed to welcome him into his diocese. He offered him various possible places to settle. It
was 1120, and Norbert chose the valley of Prémontré. Here he assembled a group of followers with
whom he initiated an intense dialogue about the nature of their nascent community. Since many of
them, like himself, were canons, all made canonical profession according to the Rule of St. Augustine,
on Christmas Day 1121, the date that marks the foundation of the community of Prémontré . . .

I

From the beginning, Prémontré has exerted great fascination. Many men and women joined
the community of canons, which intended to mirror the primitive Church, described in the Acts of the
Apostles. The initial ardent enthusiasm of Prémontré was structured in an austere religious life, of
which hospitality and care for the poor and for pilgrims were an integral part. From the beginning, the
Premonstratensians have shown great commitment to people outside the community, welcoming
them willingly . . .
Dear sons and daughters of St. Norbert, always keep this open heart, which also opens the
doors of your house, to welcome those looking for a spiritual counselor, those who ask for material
help, those who wish to share your prayer. May your liturgy always be “canonical”, that is, given to
praise of God, for the people of God and with the people.
Norbert’s strong link with the Eucharist is still a source of inspiration for your apostolic life . . . A
model of faith for all and, in particular, for priests, Norbert always drew strength from the Eucharistic
celebration . . .
A few years after the foundation of Prémontré, in 1126, Norbert became Archbishop of Magdeburg
. . . He remained faithful to his original evangelical inspiration and supported the Pope in conflicts
with the Emperor, making every effort to establish good relations between them, while maintaining
the principle of free appointment to ecclesiastical offices . . .
Nine centuries later, we give thanks for the movement initiated by St. Norbert who was able to
draw lessons from existing, proven structures of monastic origin, but clearly maintained the identity
of the members of his Order as canons regular. During this long period, many women also adhered
to the Norbertine ideal, and still today they essentially dedicate themselves to the contemplative
life. Furthermore, many laypeople, while remaining in the world, join your communities according to
various forms of affiliation . . .
Thus, over the centuries, the Premonstratensian abbeys have developed an intense relationship
with their territory, because from the beginning many canons have dedicated themselves to the
pastoral care of parishes. Consequently, the abbeys have not only been active in caring for and
welcoming the poor but have developed and maintained contacts with people from all social classes.
Thus, the inspiration of St. Norbert remained alive and is still one of the riches of the universal Church
...
Dear Brother, as a pledge of abundant heavenly graces I impart a special Apostolic Blessing
to you and to all the members of the Order, to the religious and lay people affiliated with your
communities.
										
										
										

Rome, Saint John at the Lateran
6 June 2021
Memorial of Saint Norbert

Francesco
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In Memoriam:

Fr. Michael J. Lee, O. Praem.

by Rev, Joseph P. McLaughline, O. Praem.

Michael Joseph Lee was born in Philadelphia, PA on September 25, 1943, one
of five children including a brother and three sisters. Michael was baptized
at Saint Gabriel Church in South Philadelphia, where he later received First
Penance, First Communion, and Confirmation. He also sang in the school
choir. After finishing the eighth grade at Saint Gabriel's School, Michael
moved with his family to Ruby Street in Southwest Philadelphia, near his
father's service station on Woodland Avenue. Although he lived then in Most
Blessed Sacrament Parish, he did not attend West Catholic High School,
but, rather, Bishop Neumann High School in South Philadelphia, beginning in
September of 1957 along with about 850 classmates. Michael was assigned to Homeroom D-2, and
the homeroom teacher was Father Michael McLaughlin, a 1938 graduate of Archmere Academy, a
gentle man and a model Norbertine. Michael was elected Homeroom Representative and worked
wonderfully with Father McLaughlin. William Leonard and I were in that same homeroom, seated in
alphabetical order in the same aisle. All three of us were ordained together at Daylesford Abbey on
May 16, 1970, along with Ronald Rossi, also a 1961 graduate of Neumann. Neumann's Baccalaureate
Mass in 1961 was celebrated at Saint Gabriel Church.
Michael received the white Norbertine habit on August 28, 1961 and the religious name
"Edwin," named for Father Edwin Demerath of Saint Norbert Abbey, a history teacher at Southeast
Catholic High School in Philadelphia from 1935 to 1944, and later a parochial vicar in Norbertine
parishes in Wisconsin and Michigan. Michael himself became a teacher at Bishop Neumann
High School in 1970, serving his alma mater for eighteen years as teacher, Religion Department
chairman, Student Council moderator, College Counselor, Principal, and the first President.
From 1982 to 1992 Father Lee served as parochial vicar of Saint Gabriel Parish, and then, from
1998 to 2009 as pastor of Saint Gabriel's. From 2009 to 2018 Father Lee was pastor of Saint Norbert
Parish in Paoli, and then as part time parochial vicar of Saint Norbert's, with special ministry with the
Hispanic community, and also as "priest on call" for Paoli Hospital. Even in Paoli, however, his license
plate read "Saint Gabe's."
Within the Norbertine community Father Lee served terms on the Abbot's Council and the
following community committees: Personnel, Finance, Common Life and Liturgy. He served on the
Board of Trustees of Archmere Academy and was the religious priest representative to the Priests'
Council of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
Father Michael loved to travel and had travelled widely, with a special affection for Ireland.
He had hoped to mark his Golden Jubilee of Ordination on May 16, 2020 at Our Lady's Shrine at
Lourdes, France, but was unable to because of the pandemic. Our Lady appeared to fourteen year
old Bernadette Soubirous at Lourdes on February 11, 1858. Our Lady came to Father Michael Lee on
February 11, 2021 at Paoli Hospital where Michael had been a patient beginning on January 23, 2021.
On December 25, 2021 the Norbertine Order will mark the 900th Jubilee of its founding. The
motto for the Jubilee is "With God among the people." Abbot General Jos Wouters, O.Praem. has
written, "The fullness of pastoral activity would be to find God with the people as the 'God with us,'
the Emmanuel." As a Norbertine and priest, high school teacher and administrator, parochial vicar
and pastor, Father Michael Joseph Lee was "with God among the people."
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Farewell to Saint Gabriel Parish
by Rev, Francis X. Cortese, O. Praem.

Sunday, June 13, 2021 marked our departure from
staffing St. Gabriel Parish in Philadelphia. A group of
us gathered with the people of the parish on Sunday
morning at 10 a.m. to celebrate a final Mass with
the pastor, Fr. Carl. It was a beautiful occasion and
a
fitting tribute not only to Fr. Carl and his leadership
of the parish for the past three years, but also to the
Norbertine community who have served the parish
for the past thirty-nine years. The outpouring of
gratitude and love by the parishioners was reflected
in their willingness to plant two flowering shrubs in
the parish garden: one in honor of the memory of
Fr. Lee, former pastor, and himself a parishioner of the parish. In addition, another shrub would
be planted in memory of the former pastors and associates who had served the parish with such
dedication over the years. The parish will continue to remain under the direction of a diocesan priest.
Our ministry to the people of St. Gabriel began in 1982 when three of us were sent to minister
to the people of St. Gabriel located in the Grays Ferry section of South Philadelphia. Fortunately,
within the boundaries of the parish was St. John Neumann High School where many members of our
community continued to minister since we first went to South Philadelphia in 1934. And from 1982
on, seven Norbertines would serve as pastor: Frs. Edward Kimpel, Robert Gaghan, Francis Cortese,
Michael Lee, John Zagarella, Abbot Domenic Rossi and finally Fr. Carl Braschoss. All in all, the
Norbertines served the people of South Philadelphia (in school & parish) for a total of eighty-seven
years.
For me this occasion was a bitter-sweet moment. So many faces from years past recalled
memories of the eighteen years I had spent there. I could not help but think of the example these
people had been to me during my time there - especially the IHM Sisters. It made me realize I
had received more from them than I possibly could have given. Many had given years of service
to the parish and now were retired. Some I remembered who had suffered difficulties and losses
and yet continued to remain Spirit-filled in the midst of the tragedies they faced. And they had
remained faithful to the parish community. I could not help but think that ministry has many faces:
making God’s Spirit visible; integrating the diversity of the local church and community, lifting up
the fallen, caring for community, shaping minds and souls. It is a reminder that parish ministry has
a vision -- not only to “what is” but also “what it can be”. And we have been faithful to that vision.
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Development Corner

by Rev, John J. Novielli, O. Praem.

Annual Giving
In February 2021 we launched our Annual Giving Campaign. This campaign is our largest fundraiser and
a major part of our annual budget. As we close our campaign on June 30th, we have netted $283,181. We
give thanks and praise to God and to our faithful donors for their continued support in sustaining our
Mission and Vision at Daylesford Abbey, and to Dolly Johnson, the Chair of the Annual Giving Campaign.

Repair My Church Campaign
Our Capital Campaign to repair our 55-year old Church continues. We are in need of a
new roof plus the update of HVAC and altar lighting, at a likely cost of $1.3 Million. We
are well on our way to achieving this goal. We are most appreciative to our donors and
solicitors in helping us reach this goal with a three-year pledge. Thank you to Bonnie
& Steve Devlin for their leadership. More information may be obtained by visiting our
webpage – www.daylesford.org

Benefactor’s Appreciation Mass & Picnic
On Sunday, June 6th, following our 10:30 am Liturgy, over 100 Abbey guests joined us to celebrate their
allegiance and support to Daylesford Abbey. Our donors, despite a worldwide Pandemic, helped us
through the most difficult of times, and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for again sharing your
time, talent, and treasure with us.

Golf Outing
On Monday, June 21st we held our 18th Golf Outing at Hershey’s Mill Golf Club. Our 68
golfers and 96 dinner guests enjoyed a beautiful day of Abbey comradery, sun and
fun. We were able to net $20,000 from this event. Our sincere thanks to John & Marita
Parthemore, who have chaired the Outing for 18 years. Please mark your calendars
for our 19th Golf Outing at Hershey’s Mill Golf Club on Monday, June 20, 2022.

Raffle & Picnic
Our 2021 Raffle chances were mailed out June 30th. Our Picnic and Raffle will be held on Sunday,
September 12th. Please join us for an afternoon of fun with our Norbertine Community and Abbey friends.
To RSVP or for more information, please contact James Griffin at jgriffin@daylesford.org.

Art Show
Our Art Show will be held the weekend of October 1st-3rd.. Please mark your calendars, come out and enjoy
the creativity, imagination and beauty of this event. We are extremely appreciative of Karen Landman
and her entire Committee for planning another successful fundraiser for the Norbertine Community.

Dinner Dance and Auction
Our 53rd Annual Dinner Dance and Virtual Auction will be held on Friday, November 19th at Aronimink
Golf Club. This event will commemorate our 900th Anniversary of the Norbertine
Community. Our theme is “One with God. Together with the People.” It is our time
to remember and thank God for the many members of the Abbey Community
who have helped the Norbertines expand and grow our Mission. Heartfelt thanks
to the Committee under the leadership of Michele & Denny Howard.

Picnic &
Raffle
Sept. 12
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AbbeyFest
Sept. 18

Art Show
Oct. 1 - 3

Mass for
Deceased
Norbertines
Nov. 6

Founders Day 53rd Dinner Dance
& Auction
Lecture &
Coffee Hour (900th Anniv. Gala)
Nov. 19
Nov. 14
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Reception
Jan. 23, 2022

Daylesford Abbey

Spirituality Center

Contemplative Prayer Book Study
Featuring Abbot Emeritus Ronald Rossi, O. Praem.
Six Wednesdays, Sept. 15-Oct. 27, 10am-11:45am
Suggested Offering: $60 for six sessions

RSVP before: 9/13/2021

Contemplative prayer can be described as “entering into the flow of God’s grace.” Join
Abbot Emeritus Ron Rossi for a book study, diving into the practice of contemplative
prayer and its importance in our spiritual lives. The study will focus on Contemplating Christ: The
Gospels and the Interior Life by Vincent Pizzuto. Participants are asked to purchase the book and
to read appropriate chapters in preparation for the sessions.
“The purpose of this book . . . is threefold. First, to explore some central themes of the contemplative
life for modern Christians through the lens of New Testament readings-most especially the Gospels.
Second, to reflect on what is unique to Christian Mysticism, particularly as this comes to expression
in the interrelated doctrines of Incarnation and Divinization. Third, to offer a variety of ways in which
these aspects of the contemplative life might become actualized, and so more “embodied” in each
of us through contemplative practice.”

“What’s On Your Mind?” An Open Forum
Featuring Abbot Domenic Rossi, O. Praem., Rev. Joseph Serano, O. Praem.,
		

Rev. Andrew Ciferni, O. Praem. and Andrew Del Rossi, Th.D.

Sunday, September 26, 12:30pm
Brunch: $15/ Free Will Offering for Program

RSVP before: 9/19/2021

In this rapidly evolving era, the vast amount of change in the world evokes questions about faith. This
open forum style event encourages and welcomes guests to ask any questions or voice comments
they might have about the Church in the world. The panel will feature Norbertines and other
members of the Abbey community. Guests are welcome to join us for Mass at 10:30am, followed
immediately by brunch.

Registration is easy!

Phone: (610) 647-2530 ext. 1330							

Email: registrations@daylesford.org 		
Daylesford Abbey

Online: www.daylesford.org
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Exploring Catholic Social Teaching

Featuring Rev. Joseph Serano, O. Praem. 										
		
with Abbot Domenic Rossi, O. Praem. & Andrew Del Rossi, Th.D.
Four Tuesdays, October 5, 12, 18 & 26 @ 6:30-8:00pm
Suggested Offering: $40 for four sessions			

RSVP before: 11/05/2021

Catholic Social Teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living lives of
holiness amidst the challenges of modern society. In this program, Fr. Joe Serano, along with Abbot
Domenic Rossi and Andrew Del Rossi will explore some key themes in Catholic Social Teaching and
their relevance within the world today.

Afternoon of Rock-ollection: 			
				 Music by Elton John
Featuring Rev. John Zagarella, O. Praem.
Saturday, November 13, 12:00pm-5pm
Cost: $20 (includes lunch)				

RSVP before: 10/01/2021

Rock the Word 153 is now LIVE! In this afternoon of “rock-ollection,” Fr. John
Zagarella will lead reflections on rock and pop tunes of Elton John that stir the
spirit and move the body. The afternoon begins with noon prayer for those
who can attend, followed by lunch, and then the program with opportunities for
prayer, reflection, and sharing - ending with Vespers at 4:30 pm.

Icons at the Abbey
Featuring Peter Pearson with Rev. Andrew Ciferni, O. Praem.
Presentation: Monday, November 1 @ 6:30pm
Exhibit: November 1 through November 14
Free Will Offering			

RSVP before: 10/29/2021

An exhibit featuring icons from nationally-known iconographer Peter Pearson and
his iconography students. Peter will offer a presentation on the opening night in
collaboration with Rev. Andrew Ciferni.

		 Registration is easy!
				Phone: (610) 647-2530 ext. 1330 			

			

					Email: registrations@daylesford.org
								Online: www.daylesford.org
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The Springhouse
The Springhouse: A Media Ministry of Daylesford Abbey
The Springhouse features a growing collection of topical presentations on current issues, and
theological reflections. AbbeyCast is our in-house podcast which highlights meaningful conversations
with Norbertines and other interesting guests. Our ongoing series “Art and Artists at Daylesford
Abbey” offers its unique take on the place of fine art in the history of Daylesford Abbey, while “Rock
the Word 153” explores the intersection of spirituality and popular music. The Springhouse is also a
virtual storehouse for Abbey homilies as well as media for those discerning a religious vocation. Visit
www.daylesford.org/springhouse-media to view ongoing series, podcasts, topical presentations,
homilies, and vocational media.
Become a Partner in Ministry
Content from The Springhouse is available free of charge. We hope you might see this as a “pay-itforward” kind of endeavor. Through your generosity, we will continue to produce content which we
believe will serve the church. We hope that you might become a partner in this ministry and support
The Springhouse by “Paying-It-Forward.” To make a donation, please visit www.daylesford.org/
springhouse-media/support.

The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius

			

The Spiritual Direction team at Daylesford Abbey is excited to offer the 19th
Annotation of the Spiriutual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. The 19th
Annotation is a 30-week format in which the directee prays for one hour each
day for 30 weeks, in addition to meeting weekly with their director for one hour.
This program will begin in September. The donation for the Exercises is used to
pay modest stipends to each Spiritual Director and to contribute to the support
of the Abbey. We offer the 19th annotation on a sliding scale of $1,200 - $1,500
requesting that you contribute according to your circumstances. Special
circumstances can be accommodated. If you feel called to participate in the
Spiritual Exercises at this time in your life and your application is accepted, we
want you to be with us regardless of the offering. (We plan to offer a full 30-day Spiritual Exercises
retreat beginning in 2022.) To apply for the “19th Annotation”, or to find out more information, please
visit: https://daylesford.org/ministry/spiritual-direction/spiritual-exercises/
With gratitude, Daylesford Abbey is happy to announce our reaccreditation
from Praesidium as a safe environment for children. Please join us
in prayerfully striving daily to be good and faithful stewards
of who and what the Lord has entrusted to our care.
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Return Service Requested

Private Retreats
Daylesford Abbey is currently open for private,
personal retreats.
There is plenty of room to roam our beautiful
grounds, located in the Chester County
countryside about 20 miles west of Philadelphia,
while still maintaining all social distancing
precautions. Take time this Summer or Fall to
immerse yourself in the peace and serenity of
a private retreat at the Abbey.
Suggested Donation: $115 first night, $90 each additional night (meals included)
To book a private retreat, call (610) 601-8702 or email adr@daylesford.org.
Take a virtual mini-tour of Daylesford Abbey and its verdant 88-acre grounds by
viewing the video found at www.daylesford.org/spirituality-center/private-retreats

