
Abbey Mission 
Statement 

Daylesford Abbey exists 
to enrich the church 

by our Norbertine 
communio, nourished 
by contemplation on 

God’s word, made visible 
in worship and service 

within the local church.
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Abbey Outreach 
and Isaiah 58
Two groups bringing the  
generosity of the Abbey  

worshiping community to those  
in need in Chester County

Fr. Francis X. Cortese, O. Praem.
Born: May 24, 1936

      Vested: August 28, 1954

Professed: August 28, 1959 

Ordained: September 12, 1962 
Born to Eternal Life:  

August 10, 2022
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Outreach & Isaiah 58

Daylesford Abbey

 If you are anything like me, you may be a little 
shell shocked by all the changes we have experienced 
in the world around us these past few years. The 
political turmoil in our nation & in the world seems 
unprecedented – at least in our lifetime. The long-
term consequences of our response to the Covid 
pandemic seem as dramatic as all the security 
responses to the 9/11 terrorist attack.

 There have been major changes in our nation & in the world 
as a response to the political & pandemic challenges of our day. For 
example, both the pandemic & the war in Ukraine have produced 
dramatic supply chain struggles – which, among other things, have 
contributed to worldwide inflation. Of course, it is easier to put the 
blame simplistically on this one or that one, instead of acknowledging 
the complexity of the world in which we live & the nuance required 
to properly assess the causes of & solutions to these global issues. 
Perhaps like you, I find this human tendency very sad & unproductive.

 However, the changes to our daily & more personal lives, have 
had an even more significant impact. On one level, the pandemic 
has radically stimulated the development of virtual meetings &, for 
example, the way we offer the sign of peace or receive the Eucharist 
at Mass has been significantly altered. Sadly, Mass attendance in 
general has not returned to the pre-pandemic level. In many churches, 
attendance is about half of what it used to be.  On the other hand, 
our live streaming of the Sunday Masses & posting videos of the 
Abbey homilies, have reached significantly more people than they 
ever had.

 Perhaps, like the experience of many others, my recent bout 
with Covid has most dramatically affected my perspective. Last 
September, the day before I was to leave for Italy for a Norbertine 
meeting in Rome & to visit family, I tested positive for Covid. The 
trip that I had been planning for a year had to be canceled. More 
significantly, my symptoms – while not life-threatening – made 
breathing uncomfortable & sleeping very difficult. I found myself 
thanking God for every full breath I was able to take, & for every 
night that I was able to get more than two or three hours of sleep. 
This challenge/change, more than any other, has had a most definite 
impact on my spiritual life, & has certainly been an opportunity for 
much more personal reflection.

 If changes like the ones I’ve mentioned above have been 
challenging to you, I wonder if you might benefit from a time of quiet 
reflection – perhaps a time of private retreat. If so, you should know 
that our Abbey offers such a possibility. We have a very nice facility, 
beautiful grounds, & the ongoing public prayer of the Norbertine 
community to which you are most welcome to attend.  If this offer is 
appealing to you, give us a call & we’ll do our best to accommodate. 

 While our world & personal lives may have changed dramatically, 
the peace & wisdom found in a life centered (or re-centered) in God is 
a constant. Peace & blessings to you all.



Outreach & Isaiah 58
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 ABBEY OUTREACH: From our founding in 1963, Daylesford has always collected groceries 
at Thanksgiving and Christmas, to be distributed to families in need in our local area. When we 
celebrated our refounding in 1997, this ministry was also reorganized into what we called the 
“Abbey Outreach Committee”.  We broadened our focus to three sites: Saint Gabriel’s Food 
Cupboard in South Philadelphia, Bethesda Project serving the homeless in center city and Mision 
Santa Maria which ministers to the immigrant worker families in Chester County.  We placed beige 
envelopes at the entrances to the church, envelopes marked “Sharing at Two Tables”. When we 
were no longer needed at the Food Cupboard, we concentrated on Bethesda & Mision Santa 
Maria — sharing with one the non-perishable food we collect at the Sunday liturgy (along with 
our Lenten envelope donations) & the other the contents of the beige envelopes at Advent and 
throughout the rest of the year. Again, many thanks to the Committee, the volunteers who make 
the deliveries and to our worshiping community whose generosity makes it all possible.

Michael Sanderson, Karen Zurlo, Elsie Heaney, Jeffrey Beale , Terry Beale, Maria Mata (MSM), Tony Natale, Ralph von dem Hagen, Father Frank (MSM).  
“Not pictured: Elizabeth von dem Hagen and George McGinley”

 
 ISAIAH 58:  Last year, in the face of the ever-
growing inflow of refugees and their need for care, 
a “new Abbey ministry” emerged. It was named 
ISAIAH 58, the chapter where the prophet says, 
“This is the fasting I wish … sharing your bread 
with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed and 
the homeless, clothing the naked when you see 
them and not turning your back on your own”. The 
group meets once a month, deciding how best to 
distribute the donations that come almost weekly 
to the Abbey (with “Isaiah 58” written in the 
memo). Many thanks to the women and men who 
oversee this good work —and to the members 
of our worshiping community who make the 
contributions that fund this project.

Michael Anderson, Dolly Johnson, S. Kathleen Sonnie, Peggy Miros,              
Abbot Domenic, Carol G Gilardi, Ardene Vencius, Delphine Miller,  Fran Lytle, 

Jenny Radigan, Jean Leopold, Cissy Claypool 
Missing from the picture: Deb Spratt, Irene Banionis, Karen Zurlo, Zaire Jones, 

Pat Carroll, Hank Miller.
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AbbeyFest - “Many Were Called. All Were Chosen”
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By Lisa O’Malley
 
 The field was prepared. The sponsors confirmed. The artists were scheduled, and anticipation 
was high. The weather was perfect. The sound checks were done. Finally, September 17th 
came, and the floodgates opened for thousands of Jesus’ followers to enter the journey that is 
Abbeyfest.

 When I first heard of Abbeyfest, I didn’t understand what it was. (I thought it was a concert 
where I would listen to familiar songs from my favorite radio station.) This was my third Abbeyfest, 
and I have been changed for the better by each one. Thinking of Abbeyfest, the first words to 
come to mind are welcoming, happiness, music, faith, family, love, and togetherness. This was 
all observed as my friend and I arrived, around 1:30, in search of the great Deacon Hank. Then, 
riding through the fields in the scary golf cart, I could smell food, hear music, and feel the light 
shining through the smiling voices of the people.  

  Total physical blindness doesn’t take away the joy of sitting right by the stage, and I was 
blessed to be able to do that for the Philadelphia Catholic Gospel Choir, Jordan St. Cyr, and 
Conner Flanagan. Mark and Hanna, the illustrious MCs, kept us informed and entertained.

 There was truly something magnificent about having the blessing of proclaiming the Word 
of God in the first reading on the altar that day. My adrenaline was high from climbing those 
steps; however, when I got to the ambo and proclaimed the words I had worked on memorizing, 
all was well. While there was magic throughout the day, the two most magical moments of 
Abbeyfest were the number of young people that came forth in recognition of their calling from 
God to the religious life and the explanation Matt Maher gave of the true presence of Jesus.

 After arriving home, I excitedly headed to my computer and logged onto Livestream to 
continue feeling the happiness I had felt all day. While I experienced this joyous moment from 
the computer that night, the beauty didn’t change. Thanks to the generosity of Shalom World, 
Jesus was present to the live-stream viewers and those on the field. Anyone who attends 
Abbeyfest not only experiences Jesus in adoration, but they also see with spiritual sight if they 
open their eyes to the beauty within.      

Daylesford Abbey



AbbeyFest - “Many Were Called. All Were Chosen”
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IN MEMORIAM: Fr.  Francis Cortese, O, Praem.
By Andrew D. C iferni, O. Praem.

 
 On August 10, 2022, Daylesford Abbey payed farewell to the last member 
of our “first novice class”, who had received the white habit in 1954.  On that 
day, Fr. Francis X. Cortese died after a long illness during which he displayed 
a patience that was an example to us all.  

 Victor Cortese came to us from Southeast Catholic High School (which 
later would become Bishop Neumann and then St John Neumann High School).  
Two months after graduation, along with nine other young men, he joined 
the newly opened Daylesford Priory in Berwyn. There he received his 
“religious name” and became Frater Francis. 

 In 1956, Francis made his first profession of religious vows, soon moved to our mother Abbey 
in DePere, Wisconsin and there completed a B.A. in Philosophy at St. Norbert College.  In 1959, 
Frater Francis made solemn (final) profession and in, 1962, was ordained a priest.

 His first assignment was to Archmere Academy in Claymont, DE where he taught religion 
and served as school librarian. But his superiors had other plans for Fr. Frank and, in the Fall of 
1965, he began graduate theological studies in Rome. 

 In 1968, he returned to Daylesford where he served in a variety of roles as a Formation 
Director, Prior and Librarian.  In 1982, he began 18 years of ministry as associate and then pastor 
at St. Gabriel’s parish in South Philadelphia. 

 In 2000, Francis retired to the Abbey where again he served as Formation Director and  
Librarian and helped with sacramental ministries as needed. On August 10, 2022, after several 
months of going in and out of the hospital, often because of an inability to breathe, his painful 
journey came to a peaceful end, and he passed from this life. 

 Those final days gave new meaning to the words we pray at the end of each Mass: “Glorify 
the Lord by your life”.  May he rest in God’s Peace.

Daylesford AbbeySpring/Summer 20235 Daylesford Abbey



IN MEMORIAM: Fr.  Francis Cortese, O, Praem.

Daylesford Abbey

 St. Charles Borromeo Seminary
  
 As I enter into my final year of Theological Studies at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary, I would like to take this opportunity to give thanks and praise to 
God for the experiences of being “formed”, not only for the Priesthood, 
but also as a fully-rounded human being. St. Charles strives to integrate the 
necessary components that lead to not only a holy life but, a “wholeness” 
of life. This they do through their various programs. In Pastores Dabo Vobis, 
Pope John Paul II described the principal foundations for priestly formation as 
human, spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral.  Each area, while distinct in itself, 
is naturally linked to the others. The four dimensions form the comprehensive 
structure of “formation” that guides the development of the candidate 
toward Priesthood. These foundations have served me well and have given 
added benefit to my excellent formation, as a Norbertine Religious.

 Reflecting on my spiritual journey towards the Priesthood, and the last four years at St. 
Charles Borromeo Seminary, I’m grateful to God and to all of you for your prayerful support 
and encouragement.  This journey, with all its remarkable moments and surprising challenges, 
truly reflects the continuous need of subsisting on God’s Grace and Will.  I’m a big proponent in 
underscoring, to those who know me, that my journey, here with the entire Community of the 
Baptized, has never been about me but, hopefully, a witness to the power of the Body of Christ 
in which we all are members.  When we come together as a family of believers and friends, 
God’s love is made manifest in all that we say or do, and this I hope has been a reflection of my 
interactions with you.  I’m hopeful that what I have 
learned during my time at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary, will confirm and act to strengthen the 
gifts that God has already bestowed upon me, so 
that I might be able to humbly serve you, the entire 
Norbertine Community, in a way that’s befitting of 
Christ Jesus.

By Jeff Himes, O. Praem.
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Annual StewardShip report
 
 Each year, one of the nicest parts of my work as 
Abbey Treasurer is preparing this yearly summary of 
our income and expenses — because it underlines 
how much of the community’s “income” comes 
from the extraordinary generosity of friends and 
benefactors, people like you. In the midst of all the 
problems and challenges around us, as the numbers 
on these pages show, your support for our common 
life and ministries has not wavered.  

 Indeed, outside of the two years when we did the 
renovations in our “Spirituality and Retreat Center” 
(which meant there was no rental income and only 
repair expenses), each year since our re-founding in 
1997 has shown a modest end-of-year surplus in our 
operating budget (money which we could then direct 
toward capital improvements)  — and again  that 
is directly attributable to the magnanimity of our 
friends and benefactors. 

 Moreover, the figures to your right do not include 
the $ 2 million — that we received in our “Repair My 
Church Campaign” — gifts and pledges that are a 
genuine Godsend. Already they have enabled us to 
replace our almost 60 year old HVAC system, and 
they will be key to the soon to be started projects 
of upgrading the church lighting and the mammoth 
project of repairing the roof to the Abbey church.

 I’ve said it before, but I’d like to say it again.  In 
biblical Hebrew, they don’t have a “comparative and 
superlative”. Instead, they just repeat the key word  
(like the “Holy, Holy, Holy” in the Eucharist). In the 
same spirit, let me echo a variant of that repetition: 
“Thank you, Thank you, Thank you”.

 Finally, to bring it all together, as the Greek 
word Eucharist itself means “to offer thanks”, 
so too will the Norbertines of Daylesford Abbey 
(when we gather each day at the Lord’s table) 
continue to offer thanks to the Lord for the gift 
of your sharing of “time, talent and treasure” 
— as we ask our loving God to bless you and 
yours with health, happiness & peace.   
 

* 2021-22: This does not include a further $ 15,000 given to Abbey 
Outreach (to support Bethesda Project and Mision Santa Maria)    

and a further $ 13,000 given to  Isaiah 58 (for helping local 
immigrant and refugee families).

Joseph A. Serano, O. Praem 
Community Treasurer
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 Developement Corner By John J. Novielli, O. Praem.
 

 The Development Council’s goal is to assist the Abbey in our fundraising activities.           
 The members of the council are Robert Shields, Dolly Johnson (Chair of Annual Giving  
 Campaign), Bonnie Devlin (Chair of Repair my Church Campaign), staff members   
 James Griffin, Diane Yanosh and Fr. John Joseph Novielli, Director.  We wish to thank  
 Dolly  Johnson for her 25 years on the committee as she now retires. 
 
Annual Giving 2023
 Our Annual Giving Campaign begins in February and closes on June 30.  
 Last year we netted $291,000, which is 15% of our annual budget   
 of $2M.  This year our goal is $325,000.  
 
 

 
Last  year  the  Golf  Outing  netted $15,646.  Our 20th Annual 
Golf Outing this year will be June 19 at Hershey’s Mill Golf 
Club. We are grateful to John and Marita Parthemore who have 
chaired this event for 20 years. 
 
 

  
 Our annual picnic and raffle is always a great get-together.    
 Last year we sold 702 tickets and netted $26,000. This year   
 the Annual Picnic will be on Sunday, September 10. The  first  
 prize is always $5,000. 
 
 
 

Through the dedicated efforts of Karen Landman and her 
committee we had another successful Art Show, which netted 
the Abbey $11,500.  This year our Art Show is scheduled for 
October 6, 7, 8.    We are very appreciative to everyone who has 
supported this fundraiser. 
 

 
 
Our 54th Annual Dinner Dance Gala and Auction was another 
successful event, attended by 120 diners.  The auction was both 
online and in person.  The two events netted the Abbey $48,687.  
We are grateful to Regina and William  Brown for chairing the 
dance for the second time.  This year’s dance will be held on 
Friday, November 17 at Aronimink Country Club. 
 

Art Show

Dinner Dance and Auction

Golf Outing

Development Council

Raffle at Abbey Picnic
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 Developement Corner By John J. Novielli, O. Praem.

Dolly Johnson: Recognizing 25 Years

 Since 1963, when Daylesford Abbey became an independent Norbertine 
foundation, lay participation has been integral to our identity and worship 
— and volunteers have been an indispensable part of our ministry. With our 
refounding in 1997, this has been even more true.

 We are delighted to honor one of those volunteers, who has served 
on the Abbey’s Development Council and has been the chairperson of our 

Annual Giving Appeal for 25 years.

 During that time, Isabel (Dolly) Johnson has supported the Abbey with her steadfastness, 
expertise and generous giving of her time and talent. She has helped to raise (literally) several 
million dollars to support the Abbey and its mission. In particular, she has worked tirelessly to 
increase our donor base and find new ways to help us meet our yearly goals. 

 Dolly is a woman with lots of energy. Besides her responsibilities as mother, grandmother, 
and therapist, she is also an Associate who ministers as an acolyte at daily Mass, which she 
attends regularly, often returning later in the day for Evening Prayer. She also continues to play 
tennis a few times a week, not to mention golf when in season. Dolly remains a vibrant member 
of the Abbey Community.

 We sincerely appreciate all she has done, and does do, for the Abbey. We wish Dolly God’s 
blessings — and we thank the Lord for her helping us build “communio”.

By John J. Novielli, O. Praem.

  
We now are entering the third year of pledges for our Repair My Church 
Campaign.  We have received $2M in pledges with 1.7M already paid.  With these 
donations, we have replaced the Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
units in the church — and we continue to consult with expert roofers in ways 
to repair and replace the lead-coated copper roof.  We are grateful to all our 
donors who have supported this endeavor, and to Bonnie and Steve Devlin for 
chairing this campaign.

February 2023 – June 30, 2023 Annual Giving   Daylesford Abbey
Monday, June 19, 2023  Golf Outing   Hershey’s Mill Golf Club
Sunday, September 10, 2023 Raffle & Picnic   Daylesford Abbey
October 6, 7, 8, 2023   Art Show    Daylesford Abbey
Friday, November 17, 2023  Dinner Dance & Auction Aronimink Golf Club

Repair My Church Campaign 
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 Spirituality & Retreat Center Programs

Women’s Scripture Study: Gospel of Matthew
Thursdays 1:00pm-2:15pm
January 19 through March 10, 2023
Free Will Offering 
Ann Hermans, Daylesford Abbey Associate, will lead a scripture study for women 
concentrating on some key passages from the Gospel According to Matthew.

 
 
In an environment of hospitality and inclusivity, the Abbey’s 
Retreat and Spirituality Center exists to assist all longing for a 
deepening sense of personal and communal spiritual growth. 
It offers a variety of faith-nurturing programs. In the spirit and 
charism of our founder St. Norbert, known as a minister of 
peace & reconciliation, our goal is always to foster that same 
reconciliation — with God, self and others.

Mission Statement

Book Discussion: Fr Greg Boyle’s The Whole Language
With Theresa Ferrari
Sunday, February 12, 2023
Mass 10:30am / Brunch 11:30am (Requested $10 donation for brunch)
Program: 12:30-2:00pm   Free Will Offering Register by January 27, 2023

Join Spiritual Director Theresa Ferrari for a discussion of Fr. Greg Boyle’s newest 
book, The Whole Language. Boyle’s moving stories challenge our ideas about God 
and about people, providing a window into a world filled with fellowship, compassion, and fewer 
barriers. Bursting with encouragement, humor, and hope, The Whole Language invites us to treat 
others—and ourselves—with acceptance and tenderness. The insight and wisdom in this gem of 
a book will flood your heart with the image of God you always wanted. Come join for engaging 
discussion and fellowship with others!
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Registration is easy & is required & should be done two weeks prior to event date!  
Phone: (610) 647-2530 ext. 1330 * Email: registrations@daylesford.org * Online: www.daylesford.org   



PEACE RETREAT -- with Fr. John Zagarella, O. Praem.,             
          Andrew Del Rossi, Sue Steciw and others
March 31-April 2, 2023 (Retreat begins at 6:30pm on Friday evening and 
concludes with Mass on Sunday at 10:30am) 
Offering: $110  

Daylesford Abbey is offering a retreat for young adults (19 - 35) who are seeking to broaden 
their understanding, practice, and sharing of God’s peace. This retreat will feature different 
talks from a Norbertine perspective on peace, the role of the Holy Spirit in bringing God’s peace, 
obstacles to peace, and peace as wholemaking. There will be opportunities for silence and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Spring/Summer 2023Daylesford Abbey Daylesford Abbey 12

Lenten Series 2023  “Women’s Voices: Wisdom from the 
Homefront”    Organized by Peggy Walsh
Tuesday evenings 6:30 to 8PM
February 28, March 7, March 14, March 21, March 28
Peggy Walsh has gathered a small group of women to offer us a series of mini homilies using 
the image of a wheel with Jesus as the hub - prayer, study and action as the spokes - Christian  
Community as the rim. Through personal witness, using various forms of creative expression, 
they will focus on the importance of each aspect and the efficacy of balance in every season. 
There will also be opportunities for sharing. 

Ash Wednesday Day of Recollection
Wednesday, February 22, 2023
9:30am First Conference and 1:00pm Second Conference
11:00am Mass (with distribution of ashes)
12:00pm Lunch (Requested $10 donation for brunch)
Free Will Offering

Abbot Emeritus Richard Antonucci, O. Praem. will offer a day of recollection 
for Ash Wednesday 2023. The day will begin with a conference followed by 
an opportunity for silence and then Mass. After Mass, a simple lunch will be served. The day will 
conclude with a second conference after lunch. 

Using the gospels of the six Sundays of Lent, Abbot Richard will suggest various virtues that 
may be of help this season. First, he will suggest personal virtues, those spiritual goals to which 
we can aspire as special actions of Lent. Then, he will suggest corporate or communal virtues to 
which are those spiritual goals which our local and wider community can aspire.

Registration is easy & is required & should be done two weeks prior to event date!  
Phone: (610) 647-2530 ext. 1330 * Email: registrations@daylesford.org * Online: www.daylesford.org   



Life in the Risen Lord: Finding Joy, Hope and Ourselves                     
in the Easter Story 

Rev. Jim McBurney, OSA, Abbey Spiritual Director 
Saturday, May 6  9:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Offering $30 (includes lunch)
We are invited in the season of Easter to reflect on the joy, hope and promise 
of the Resurrection and to remember how the risen Lord has been present and walked with us in 
the challenges, opportunities, and stories of our lives. Each of us has a story. How do our stories 
connect with the Easter story? Jesus has promised us abundant life . How do these words invite us 
to explore our relationship with God and neighbor in a more life-giving way? Drawing on scripture 
and the thoughts of Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, offered in The Holy Longing, we will gain insight into 
what it means to live life in the risen Lord. Two conferences will be offered with time provided for 
quiet reflection, sharing and questions.

Nine Experiments in Prayer - Paul Burgmayer, Spiritual 
Director at Daylesford Abbey ... Meeting via Zoom
Ten Sundays at 2:00pm - 3:00pm
February 26 through April 23, 2023 (skipping Easter Sunday)
Offering: $100
Have you ever wished you knew more about prayer? Or wanted different ways to pray that deepen 
your experience of and relationship with God? If so, this is the class for you. Using the book 50 
Ways to Pray by Tesesa A. Blythe as our guide, for ten weeks we will explore prayer forms from 
a variety of faith traditions, both ancient and modern.
In each class, you’ll be introduced to a prayer form and choose one or more of the five to seven 
variations in that form to explore in the upcoming week. In the next week’s class, we will compare 
our experiences in prayer and then move to the next. The forms include the following: Biblical 
reflections, contemplative practices, lectio divina, life reflections, discernment processes, body 
prayers, prayers of the imagination, reflections in current media, and praying for others.
You will need to commit to one hour of class on each Sunday --- and daily prayer time for three to 
six days each week.
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Nurse’s Day of Recollection With Theresa Ferrari
Sunday, May 7 
Mass 10:30 (optional), brunch 11:30 (optional, $10 donation)
Talks and sharing 12:30-4PM.
Free Will Offering
Paging all nurses: Come join us for some spiritual reflection, fellowship, & fun with other nurses!
As nurses, we face unique spiritual challenges that often go unaddressed. Come share some 
time  with other nurses, who share some of the same joys and burdens. Nursing personnel of 
ALL professional and spiritual backgrounds welcome.

Registration is easy & is required & should be done two weeks prior to event date!  
Phone: (610) 647-2530 ext. 1330 * Email: registrations@daylesford.org * Online: www.daylesford.org   



Group Retreats
The Spirituality and Retreat Center at Daylesford Abbey provides a comfortable and functional 
setting for your unique retreat or event. The Center is open to all people. We welcome groups to 
hold retreats, days of recollection and meetings/workshops in our facility.
Whether you are coming from a church, school, support group, or community group, we believe 
you will be enriched by the beauty and tranquility of the Abbey. 

For more information and pricing, call (610) 601-8702 or email adr@daylesford.org.

Private Retreats 
The Spirituality and Retreat Center is open for private, personal retreats. There is plenty of room 
to roam our beautiful grounds, located in the Chester County countryside about 20 miles west 
of Philadelphia.  Take time this Winter or Spring to immerse yourself in the peace and serenity of 
a private retreat at the Abbey.
Suggested Donation: $115 first night, $90 each additional night (meals included)
To book a private retreat, call (610) 601-8702 or email adr@daylesford.org. 
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“Teilhard, Jung, & Berry: 
   Integrating Spirit, Psyche, and Earth” 
               With Andrew Del Rossi, Th.D.
Saturday, May 20, 2023
10am-2:30pm (includes lunch)
Offering: $30
Teilhard’s mystic vision opened his eyes to the intricately interconnected & 
interdependent structure of the world & its evolution toward higher consciousness. With Teilhard, 
“to be” is to be in relationship…with one’s self, others, the world & with God.
In an age where political division, ideological binaries, and the religiosity of scientism dominate 
discourse, there is a storehouse of integral wisdom found in the scientific and spiritual teachings of 
Teilhard de Chardin -- within his insights on the psyche as explored through Jungian psychoanalysis 
and in the ecological wisdom of “geologian” Thomas Berry. Recognition of the Earth as “Our 
Common Home,” a term used by Pope Francis, is a call to transcend the binaries and unite in a 
shared vision.
This interactive workshop will explore the relationship between Spirit, Psyche, and Earth -- and 
how cultivating deeper, conscious relationships provides hope and inspires a vision of the future, 
aflame with the creativity and potential of the Divine.

Preached Retreat for Religious Sisters  
   with Fr. Carl Braschoss, O. Praem. 
June 18 through June 23 
Offering: $45
A six-day, five-night retreat for religious sisters. Begins on Sunday at 10:30 
Mass and concludes with Vespers on Friday. One conference per day 
with opportunities to meet with Fr. Carl and/or share in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.



Return Service Requested 

Triduum Talks With Nancy Santamaria
              Good Friday & Holy Saturday,  April 7 - 8 at 10:30 am 
You are welcome to stay overnight, during some or all three Triduum Days.
Overnight Room and Meals: One night: $ 115 Two nights: $ 205
    Three nights: $ 295 (including Holy Thursday evening)
(Conference Commuters are invited to make a Free Will Offering)   
Registration is required.
What emotions flooded the hearts of Mary and the disciples following the event of the Crucifixion 
of Jesus & how were they moved to act?  What emotions propel us in our current reality & in our 
spiritual lives, at a time when we are called to open to the Spirit?   
In the conferences, we will enter into the Triduum days from the perspective of “The Dance of 
Woe” & “The Dance of Awe.”  What does that mean?  Together, we will ponder the possible 
meaning in those present moments for each of us & all of us & in that pondering, we will listen for 
the invitations.  We can follow our Lord, the Holy Spirit, who surely leads us.  How can we seek a 
faithful way forward together? 
Nancy Santamaria serves as a spiritual director full time at Saint John Vianney Center, at Daylesford 
Abbey & in her private practice.  She has served as a retreat leader & workshop facilitator on retreat 
teams. She holds two master’s degrees, the most recent in Holistic Spirituality with a Certificate 
in Bereavement Care from Chestnut Hill College, including studies in CPE from Jefferson University 
Hospital.  She is a 2017 sendee of The Living School of the Center for Action & Contemplation.


